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Rijkswaterstaat is the executing agency of the 

ministry of Infrastructure and Water 

Management . Rijkswaterstaat is responsible for the 

design, construction, management and maintenance 

of the Netherlands ôprimary infrastructure facilities.

This includes the main road network, the main

waterway network and watersystems.

wƛƧƪǎǿŀǘŜǊǎǘŀŀǘ ς ǎƛƴŎŜ мтфу

Rijkswaterstaat ïsince 1798
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wƛƧƪǎǿŀǘŜǊǎǘŀŀǘΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ
Rijkswaterstaat is in charge of three national infrastructure networks

Rijkswaterstaat ôs area of management
Rijkswaterstaat is in charge of three national 
infrastructure networks
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De Sint -Elisabethsvloed 1421

Meester van de Heilige Elisabeth -Panelen
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Flood Prone Netherlands

Flood Prone 
Netherlands



Flood Prone Netherlands

Flood Prone 
Netherlands

Å 26 % below mean sea level

Å 55 % is susceptible to flooding

Å 60 % of our population lives in
flood prone areaôs

Å > 60 % of our economic 
value is earned in the 
lowest -parts of the country
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Flood Risk Standards

Flood Risk 
Standards

Statutory -> Besluit Kwaliteit 
Leefomgeving

https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR 004
1313 / 2024 -07 -01 / 0#BijlageII
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Local Individual Risk

Local Individual Risk

Rijkswaterstaat
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Economic Risk

Economic Risk

Rijkswaterstaat
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Key notion: Compliance with Flood Risk Standard is compulsory by law

Key notion: Compliance with Flood Risk Standard is 
compulsory by law
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Natura 2000

Natura 2000

33
14 -11 -2019



ÅBirds directive

ÅHabitat directive

ÅCombination

162 N2000 areas

162 N2000 areas







Examples

Examples
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Upgrades of flood defences

Because they do not meet the flood risk standards
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Feed the coast line with sediments

so it can keep pace with sea level
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Dutch Strategy: Feed the Coast with Sediments

Dutch Strategy: Feed the Coast with Sediments

Rijkswaterstaat
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